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Western Friend September/October 2010 


From the Editor’s Desk 


Dear Friends- 


I’m not entirely certain how it’s possible that we’ve already reached 
October! That was one brief—and very full—summer. Much of 
mine was spent in the good company of Friends, at the three 
Annual Session gatherings. While this issue is devoted to those 
Annual Sessions, I assure you, it barely scratches the surface of all 
that transpired! Not only that, but the Annual Sessions are my best 
chance to get a real sense of how the Spirit is moving among you— 
and then to find Friends who are excited about writing articles that 
express that motion. There are many good articles in the works! 


I'll point out that there’s a lot of wonderful stuff in this issue. Take 
your time with it, and move between the light-hearted photos and 
songs, and the deeper articles based on the speakers from the three 
sessions. I’m especially pleased to have a comparison chart of the 
three yearly meetings- even this basic information tells a story! 


A special thanks to the Friends of La Jolla Meeting in San Diego, 
who recently hosted the Western Friend board. We felt wonderfully 
cared for, and this freed us to have a focused and productive 
meeting. Welcome, too, to our three new board members: Paul 
Christiansen of Eastside Friends Meeting near Seattle, and 
Solomon Smilack and Jerry Peterson of Mountain View Friends 
Meeting in Denver. It’s great to have the involvement of such fun 
and gifted Friends. 


Don’t worry- letters to the editor and memorial minutes are still an 
important part of WF’s content! They'll be back next month. 


Kathy Hyzy, Editor 


503-956-4709 
editor @westernfriend.org 


September/October 2010 Western Friend 


In This Issue 


PEE TOMPUI GIANG US hay ees ces: cs tase raise ceteveelss os ciNceenee 4 
MAVICALION  COs-SEl VICE 2 te oe tes po ees 6 


by Kara Newell 

INOW PUIG IIGIIUS caer coos vee sag ta ces Pe ee Ca 8 
BALM a BOISUIGU clei ol csi. us veuee sr cedwri es ssec tye ener 12 
An Ocean of Darkness, An Ocean of Light ............. 13 
by Bridget Moix 

Yearly Meeting Comparison Chart ...................000- 16 
NEYM Epistle ......... ey Wee aes Wig biases LU 
Bacide JUSSICO eee pa er cease LI 
by Vanessa Julye 

RALDOXES cy oad oe, or eae tees recess tice ees 2k 
EY oUIONMGOS san 9l.. ics veces vs ea cccs Pas 
EWVEDISUC 0) fol hie ee, etic ee. LO 
POAES OF IMYN 02 eisai es 28 
Cover: 


Top L: Jill Anderson of Casa de los Amigos in Mexico City chats 
with Jan Turner at PYM. Top R: getting colorful at IMYM’s 


Intergenerational Color Exchange! Bottom: NPYM Friends affirming 


that war is not the answer. Photos throughout this issue by Kathy 
Hyzy unless noted otherwise. 

Back cover: Maps of the three Yearly Meetings. Note: Wyoming 
Friends are currently only seasoning affiliation with IMYM, and 
have not joined, despite the way the map looks! 


Future Issues 
November: Immigration & Human Rights 
December: Friendly Arts Issue 


Story suggestions, poetry, artwork and more are always 
welcome! Email editor@westernfriend.org. 


Called “a book that Friends of all Pte S 
persuasions have been waiting for”, lo Be Broken 
To Be Broken and Tender: A Quaker Theology -and lender’ 


for Today is worth your time. 1 gine i 
ortoday | 


$20 + shipping; available online at 
westernfriend.org. 

Interested in a group order for your 
Meeting? Order eight or more and 
receive a 20% discount. Contact 


Kathy at editor@westernfriend.org 
for details. 


Men of Peace: stories from 32 
pacifists who acted on their 
conscience and refused to bear 
arms in World War Il. 


Chris Ahrens 
Richard (Brad) Angell 
Stephen L. Angell 
S. Allen Bacon 
John Bartholomew 
F, Evert Bartholomew 
Delbert D. Blickenstaff 
Harold Blickenstaff 
Charles F. Cooley 
Calhoun D. Geiger 
D. Thurston Griggs 
Thomas C. Hall 
Neil H. Hartman 
Samuel P, Hayes 
George M. Houser 
Douglas R. Johnson 
T. Canby Jones 
Philip Kelsey 
Charles R. Lord 
John H. Michener 
Henry Ormsby 
Kenneth D. Roose 
Ross Sanderson 
Warren D. Sawyer 
Harlan Smith 

Reed M. Smith 
Leonard Stark 
Walter Stark 

Edwin Stephenson 
Marshall O. Sutton 
Roger D, Way 

F. Warren Wilson 


Men of Peace: World War II 
Conscientious Objectors 
edited by Mary R. Hopkins, 2010, 
408 pp. Producciones de la Hamaca 

<producciones.hamaca.com> 


Available from Quakerbooks.org, 
Amazon.com, and Pendle Hill 


b: September/October 2010 


f 
if 


COMMUNITY NIGHT 


September/October 2010 Western Friend 5 
ee ee 


IF |W A If I were a Quaker 

ERE A QUAKER Yabba deeba dabba 
(sung to the tune of “If I Were A Rich Man” Deeba dabba 
from Fiddler on the Roof) Yabba dabba doo 

All day long I’d [silence here: fold hands] 

If I were a Quaker If I were a Quaker Friend 
Yabba deeba dabba 
Deeba dabba Abe : 
Ranndabbadoo (additional optional verses) 


All day long I'd [silence here: fold hands] 


If I were a Quaker Friend Quaker organization is an oxy oxy oxy oxymoron 


Committee work is difficult at best 


Yes Id have to work hard Muddle muddle muddle through 
Yabba deeba dabba Teal Teetayd 
Deh aahia We really love to play har 
Yabba dabba doo aos 

Da da 


Wear secondhand clothes, Birkenstocks and Chacos 


. Da da da 
N h h ] 
ou bee gr ousnaye Tuy lees All day long we hug and sing and talk- 
(bridge) Not getting work done? 
I'd go to Meetings, meetings, meetings, more meetings Oh. 


Deliberate, contemplate, but decisions never make 

Nominate, pre-nominate and then deliberate some more. 

We think on queries, grow weaty, eyes are getting bleary From the witty and clever Quakers of the 
Now my head is falling to my chest. Montana Gathering of Friends. Thanks to Bev 
Oh God, I think I’m going to snore. Young for sharing the lyrics! 


FRIENDS FIDUCIARY 


CORP Oo Roca bc) IN 


Guided by Quaker principles, values and testimonies, we provide prudent, cost-effective management 
of financial assets for Friends meetings and organizations. 


We Offer More Than Just Common Sense 
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Investment Services 


Socially responsible, diversified investment services for 
Quaker meetings and organizations 


Charitable Services 
Planned giving support and administration for the benefit 
of Quaker meetings, organizations and their donors 


Learn more about our professional and low cost solutions 
for your stewardship needs. 


215-241-7272 ¢ www.friendsfiduciary.org 
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IMYM ‘Keynote ‘Address 


AN INVITATION 


To 


SERVICE 


MYM clerk Claire Leonar enjoying a laugh with John and Kara Newell 


| | ow many of you have never received any kind of 
invitation, written or verbal? 


Take a couple of minutes to focus on an invitation 
that was or is important in your life. Think about 
the inviter(s); about your response and why you 
responded that way; and why, as you think about 
it now, you realize its importance in your life. Hold 
those thoughts. 


Invitations can come in many ways—formal, 
informal; written, verbal; received well in advance, 
spur of the moment. Sometimes an invitation can 
seem very important, even life-changing, at the 
time, but it slips from memory as reality minimizes 
its importance. The opposite can be true as well: 

a casual, seemingly fleeting and unimportant 
invitation may become central to an attitude, life, or 
spiritual change of huge proportions. 


FOUR INVITATIONS eerciccieo ices ea tn teudeten fone 


I have received many invitations in my life. I will not 
describe them all! What follows are four invitations 
that were life-changing for me. 


When I was four years old, my parents were not 
church-goers or Christians. But my paternal 
grandmother was a Pentecostal and, at her 
invitation, I went to church with her occasionally. 
Grandma was a Victorian lady whom I adored— 
quiet, dignified—totally not the Pentecostal type, 
which was a curiosity for me. Her church didn’t 
seem quite like her, which stretched my imagination. 
I knew she was devout, read her Bible every day, 
prayed regularly and passionately. I knew she was a 
Christian, not so much from her church connection, 
but from her life. 


A year or so later, when I was five, my parents moved 
and a neighbor took me to a local church for Sunday 


School. It was wonderful. The teacher was old, really 
old! I would probably have said she was at least 90; in 
reality, she may have been 50. But she loved us kids— 
about eight of us, ages 5-8. She was a wonderful 
storyteller—stories from the Old Testament and 
stories about Jesus. I loved it. She invited me (all 

of us, but I took the invitation very personally) to 
take Jesus into my heart and I did! Did I understand 
deeply? No. Was the invitation ever rescinded? No. 
But is was life-changing, likely the most important 
invitation I have ever received, and accepted. 


When I was twelve, in the seventh grade, I was given 
an invitation to join Rainbow Girls, about which 

I knew very little. Many of my friends were also 
invited, but it became clear to me very quickly that 
not everyone was invited. Those invited seemed 
thrilled, those not invited were downhearted. I was 
bothered. I decided not to discuss it with my parents, 
knowing they would be satisfied with my decision. 

I listened to talk among my friends and discovered 
that each of us who had been invited would be voted 
on by those already in the club. Any current member 
could keep an invitee out by ‘blackballing.’ 


While I wouldn’t have minded not getting into the 
club, I soon realized that I was bothered by the fact 
that some of my classmates hadn’t been invited, 
which seemed unjust to me. It was my first conscious 
experience of exclusivity, and it just didn’t fit with 
my understanding of who Jesus is. I cried alone, I 
didn’t sleep well, I felt lots of pressure to be part of 
the ‘club,’ the in-group. In the end, I just couldn’t 
do it and chose not to respond positively to the 
invitation. I remember it now as the first time that 
I understood injustice and classism, though I knew 
neither of those words at the time. 


At age 32—a mother, college professor, wife, 
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church activist—I was “waited upon” (invited) 

by a small group who urged me to run for public 
office—politics! While I have no regrets about 
respectfully thanking those folks for the opportunity 
and conveying my regrets that I was not able to see 
it as a right direction for my life, I have thought 


occasionally what a different path my life might have 


taken. Yet I knew that I had NO spiritual clearness to 
accept that invitation. 


This invitation came during a period when I was 
struggling mightily with who I was and who I might 
or should become as a Christian. I was frustrated 
and unhappy with what seemed a shallowness (my 
judgment) of my social experience with the so- 
called “young married” group at church. Gender 
roles were pretty rigid—I didn’t fit. I loved being 

a mother, cook, housekeeper, wife, seamstress, 
teacher, student—it kept me busy and challenged. 
But socializing with my peers (meaning the other 
wives/mothers) left me unchallenged, unsatisfied, 
and unfed spiritually. 


But I lacked both the skill and the courage to get us 
focused on spiritual growth, social justice, the place 
of faith in the domestic realm, witnessing and the 
actions/attitudes that were important to me asa 
Christian and as a Quaker. 


The invitation to run for city council, or whatever 
it was, would have been easy to accept—certainly 

a challenge I continued my struggle with calling 
during the next five years, a time that I think of as 
my ‘dark night of the soul.’ Eventually peace came 
and I relaxed into being the Quaker God had called 
me to be, although over the next forty years, not all 
was smooth sailing! 


DISCERNMENT AND INVITATIONS ........00000000:0ees 


The topic of invitation can also take us to the tools 
we use in discerning and deciding which invitations 
to accept or pass up. This approach is a platform for 
exploring the topic of service. 


When IMYM session planners chose the topic, 
“Quaker Service in the 2ist Century,” they implied 
that there might be something different about 
service in the 2ist century than in the 20th century. 
In one of our “Conversations” during Early Days, we 
explored the question of what’s different now than it 
was in 1970, or 1960, or 1980. 


We came up with many things, as you no doubt 
have in you own minds. Among the 27 we listed 
were AIDS, Global Warming, Digital Technology, 
Economic Slavery, and Rapid Travel. For many of 
the changes, we recognized that these conditions 
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or issues have been in place, but unrecognized. The 
question remains—is service different, or is service 
still a calling and we need different tools in doing the 
service, or are we (IMYM) at a point in our particular 
institutional life that we must take the time to 
discern what we are being called to do? 


The apostle Paul, in Acts, quotes Jesus as saying, “It 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” We know 
this to be true, experientially: it is more fun, more 
empowering, more satisfying, more rewarding, 
generally, to give than to receive. It is a key 
observable truth for individuals and organizations to 
underscore over and over—the motivation for service 
must necessarily be a calling to meet a need with all 
the dignity, humility, openness, and love that it is 
possible to muster. We need to think of service and 
servanthood as one and the same. 


WE NEED TO THINK OF SERVICE 
AND SERVANTHOOD AS ONE AND 
THE SAME. 


Think about the word “give”—it means action, 
power, generosity, and maybe even love. The word 
“receive,” on the other hand, seems to imply passive, 
victim, needy, maybe even ashamed. 


AN INVITATION TO LOVE ...........00000..ccccccccceceeeeeeees 


A bit more about love—I’m speaking of the love to 
which we're called as Quakers. John Woolman said, 
‘Love is the first motion.’ I also speak from the words 
of Jesus, quoted from the Old Testament law, “Love 
the lord with all your passion, prayer, intelligence 
and energy. AND, love others (your neighbor) as well 
as you love yourself (The Message). 


We are called to love—as well as we love ourselves. 
Love is the bedrock basis of service and provides the 
concept for analytical and discernment processes 

as we seek our avenue or venue or population or 
cause for service. Love is the easiest word to say—the 
hardest word to live out consistently. But praying 
for it, doing it gets a bit sticky when it comes to the 
“neighbor” thing—connected by “and” to heart, soul, 
mind, and strength. If I take Scripture seriously, 
loving my neighbor with heart, soul, mind, and 
strength is an equal part of the deal. Jesus says, and 
love your neighbor as yourself. 


You may remember the religious scholar/lawyer 
who wanted to get on the good side of Jesus—to do 
whatever is necessary to achieve “eternal” life. The 
story is in Luke 10: 


continued on page 9 
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“Teacher, what do I need to do to get eternal life?” 


Jesus answers with a question: “What’s written in 
God’s law? How do you interpret it?” 


He said, “That you love the Lord your god with 

all your passion and prayer and muscle and 
intelligence—and that you love your neighbor as cy 
as you do yourself.” 


“Good answer!” said Jesus. “Do it and you'll live.” 


Looking for a loophole, he asked, “And how would 
you define ‘neighbor’?” 


Jesus answered by telling a 
story. 


“There was a man traveling 
from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
On the way he was attacked 
by robbers. They took his 
clothes, beat him up, and 
went off leaving him half- 
dead. Luckily, a priest was 
on his way down the same 
road, but when he saw him he angled across to the 
other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; 
he also avoided the injured man. 


“A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. 
When he saw the man’s condition, his heart went 
out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting 

and bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted him 
onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him 
comfortable. In the morning he took out two silver 
coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take 
good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my 
bill—T’ll pay you on my way back.’ 


“What do you think? Which of the three became a 
neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?” 


“The one who treated him kindly,” the religion 
scholar responded. 


Jesus said, “Go and do the same.” 


We know this as the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
As with so many of Jesus’ stories and parables, 
there’s a twist that is not apparent to those of us who 
have limited knowledge of the culture in which Jesus 
was functioning. Jesus’ listeners would have been 
unable to accept the idea of a good or compassionate 
Samaritan. The Samaritans were below the bottom 
rung of the social scale—hated, despised, avoided, 
lowest of the low. To make a Samaritan the hero, the 
exemplar, the good Samaritan, no doubt raised the 
hackles, especially of those respected in the religious 
community. 


[THE HOLY] COMMUNITY IS 
NOT A CASTE SYSTEM—THERE 
IS NO HIERARCHY, NO PERSON 
IS BETTER THAN, MORE LOVED 

THAN, MORE A MEMBER THAN 
ANY OTHER PERSON. GOD LOVES 
EACH ONE FULLY AND EQUALLY. 
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In this story, Jesus is exemplifying several things 
about the Christian community of faith. First, any one 
of us who “gets it” can be a neighbor, either in need 
or willing, able and sighted enough to see the need 
and do everything we can to fix it, to help. Second, 
God loves everyone, every single person who has ever 
been, is now, or will ever be. Everyone who turns to 
God for salvation and new life is a member of the Holy 
community. That community is not a caste system— 
there is no hierarchy, no person is better than, more 
loved than, more a member than any other person. 
God loves each one fully and 
equally. 


So, we're called to serve in 
love. Mother Theresa wrote, 
“Let us not be satisfied with 
just giving money. Money 
is not enough, money can 
be got, but they need your 
hearts to love them. So 
spread love everywhere you 
go: first of all in your home. 
Give love to your children, you spouse, to a next-door 
neighbor.” 


Oh, dear—there’s that ‘neighbor’ again! 


The rub seems to come when we look around from 
our training in a hierarchical culture that values 
some more than others, we look around and can’t 
really believe to the point of Christian behavior that 
God truly loves that one that we not only don’t love, 
we don’t like very well and wish they’d go someplace 
else. So what do we do with this truth? 


I need to confess to you that I have espoused this 
truth for many years. However, truthfully, it is 

only in the past four or five years that I have found 
the courage (which is mostly despair) to test the 
commandment that we are to love one another as 
we love ourselves. The exercise I’ve learned, the 
very hard way, is to pray every day—to screw up my 
courage to pray as honestly as I can for a person I 
find extraordinarily difficult—to pray that God would 
heal me of my judgmentalism toward and avoidance 
of a particular person I prefer not to be around. 


Ouch! The truth, my own experience is that my 

prayer was answered to a far greater degree 

than I even wanted it to be! And I was given 

clear understanding not only that I was forgiven 

for my bad attitude, which was a wound on the 

blessed community, but I was also given clear 

instructions about the way I was to live out that new 

understanding, which when I followed turned into 
continued on next page 
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love. I can tell you that it is a mystery to me, and my 
grudging willingness to test the process, in some 
mysterious way, provided a measure of healing, 
certainly for my relationship with this person, but 
also for the faith community of which I am a part. 


WE MAY GET BETTER AT THE LOVE THING, 


AND WE MAY BE TAUGHT SOME HARD 
LESSONS BY OTHERS IN THE COURSE OF 
SERVING, BUT SERVICE IS A LIFELONG 
FAITH COMMITMENT. WE DO WELL TO 


WORK IT OUT, TO DO THE DISCERNMENT 
AND PRAYER NEEDED WITHIN OUR FAITH 


COMMUNITY OR SPIRITUAL SUPPORT 
GROUP. 


Have I completely overcome my judgmentalism? No. 
Do I want to? Sorta! And that’s enough to inspire me 
to keep praying, keep practicing love as God gives 

it to me to practice, keep listening to the Lord for 
wisdom and comfort. Is that person likely ever to 

be my best friend—no! But I have been given a new 
spirit of love—or at least ‘like’-—and I have come to 
believe that’s the essence of “love your neighbor as 
yourself. Have I arrived? No. But I now understand 
more fully that I am living a faith walk, that life is a 
journey, not a destination. 


DISCERNING THE INVITATION TO SERVICE.......... 


Opportunities for and avenues toward service are as 
many as there are people and communities. Many 
high schools and even elementary schools now 
require young people to do a number of hours of 
service to achieve graduation. 


In The Sunday Oregonian, on the editorial page, 

a graduating high school senior wrote about her 
senior project as an intern at the Oregonian. 

She hoped to get some ‘real life experience’ in 
journalism, her chosen career, even as she knows 
that job possibilities in the newspaper business are 
discouraging. As with so many of her age, she is 
clearly an idealist. 


In her essay, she describes the many sessions she 
attended during the three months of her internship. 
In conclusion she writes, “My interest in journalism 
isn’t about settling into a downtown desk every 

day and playing a role in a big company. It’s about 
lending my voice to others when theirs aren’t quite 
enough. It’s about learning new things, meeting 

new people and going new places. It’s about staying 
engaged when it’s so easy to ignore the world around 


me. It’s about being at the table.” 


Clearly this young woman, Lucy Feldman, is well on 
her way to achieving her goal of selfless service. 


While many of us find our path to service in our 
youth, we may move from one opportunity to 
another in the course of our lives. But the need 
to serve, the desire and motivation for service, 
changes little. We may get better at the love 
thing, and we may be taught some hard lessons 
by others in the course of serving, but service 
is a lifelong faith commitment. We do well to 
work it out, to do the discernment and prayer 
needed within our faith community or spiritual 
support group. 


In the first half of the 12th century, in Spain 

and Egypt, there was a Jewish philosopher/ 

teacher named Moses Maimonides, 
whose writings, teachings and ideas are studied 
and analyzed to this day—not only by Jewish 
scholars, but by scholars of many faiths, including 
Christianity. I want to share with you his teaching 
about giving, about charity and the worst and best 
ways to give. He documents eight levels of charity, 
from worst to best: 


1. Give grudgingly — “I suppose you need this worse 
than I do but please don’t ask again.” 


2. Give willing what is asked, although not as much 
as is really needed—“Here’s what you asked for.” 


3. Give adequately, but only after being asked. 
4. Giving before being asked, knowing the need. 


5. Give not knowing who will benefit; but recipient 
knows the giver. 


6. Give knowing the recipient, but recipient does not 
know who the donor is. 


7. Give in such a way that neither donor nor recipient 
is aware of the other’s identity. 


8. Give money, a loan, time, or whatever else it takes 
to enable an individual to be self-reliant. 


Maimonides summary of the last is to “anticipate 
charity by preventing poverty.” 


Think for a moment, try to feel and be and experience 
what it is like to be the recipient in each of these 
scenarios. Then do the same for being the donor. 
Both conditions are centrally involved in the process 
of service, and need to be kept in mind at all times. 


In another New Testament scenario (from Mark 
12), Jesus tell the story of a poor widow who 

goes to the temple and gives her ‘mite’ amid the 
wealthy folks who, with great show, were giving 
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lots of money. Jesus praised the widow because she 
gave sacrificially. Sometimes our service requires 
what some might see as sacrifice. That’s where 
cheerfulness comes in. 


While she’s not a poor widow, I can’t resist telling 

a story about my great-granddaughter, QiQi. From 
the time she was three or so she has been unable to 
pass by a jar or can at the checkout counter without 
insisting on putting in some money. If she has money 
of her own—in it goes! If not, she’s very clever at 
helping the adult she’s with to part with their money! 


She’s now nearly eleven. Within the past year, her 
mother sent her to the store near where they live 
to get one or two items. She gave QiQi $10, which 
would have been way more than enough for the 
items. QiQi came home with the items, but without 
the change, which she, of course had put in the 
donation can on the counter. 


Poor Mom! She’s delighted for her daughter to be 
generous and compassionate. But they are living on 
a very tight budget, and Mom was counting on that 
change for some other food items. Her dilemma— 
well, you get the point! 


Briefly, I want to talk a bit about discernment— 
discerning what service we’re called to, whether 
individually or as a Monthly Meeting or as IMYM. 


First, about discerning: 

# always pray, listening patiently with your spirit, 
your inner ears; 

# distinguish feelingly between doing and having 
done the service—do you respond to process or 
accomplishment? 


# check with friends, especially spiritual friends 
who will be honest with you and pray with you. 


Second, about deciding: 

¥ do not take too long or overanalyze; 

s revisit your first impulse and test it; 

# share your decision with your spiritual friend; 


% live into the decision, imaging the process and 
outcome. 


We've explored many of the questions about how, 
why, when, where we do service—about being invited 
to serve. There has been a good bit of “I” (me, mine) 
in the pronoun category, but appropriately more of 
“we,” —us and our—as we reconnect with ideas and 
practices of our community of faith. 


Id like to share two quotations by way of conclusion. 
The first is from Mother Theresa: 
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“Some people came to Calcutta, and before leaving, 
they begged me: ‘Tell us something that will help us 
to live our lives better.’ 


And I said, ‘Smile at each other; smile at your 
spouse; smile at your children; smile at each other— 
it doesn’t matter who it is—and that will help you 
grow up in greater love for each other.” 


And then one of them asked me ‘Are you married?’ 
and I said ‘Yes, and I find it difficult at times to smile 
at Jesus.’ 


And it is true, Jesus can be very demanding at 
times; at those times, to give him a big smile is very 
beautiful.” 


The second is from the Old Testament, from Isaiah 
58, God’s orders to Israel (from The Message): 


“If you get rid of unfair practices, 

quit blaming victims, 

quit gossiping about other people’s sins, 

If you are generous with the hungry 

and start giving yourselves to the down and out, 
Your lives will begin to glow in the darkness 
your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight. 


I will always show you where to go. 


I'll give you a full life in the emptiest of places— 
firm muscles, strong bones. 


You'll be like a well-watered garden, 

a gurgling spring that never runs dry. 

You'll use the old rubble of past lives to build anew, 
rebuild the foundations from out of your past. 


You'll be known as those who can fix anything, 
restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate, 
make the community livable again.” 


Kara Newell is a member of Reedwood Friends 
Church in Portland, Oregon. A past General 
Secretary of American Friends Service Committee 
and of Friends United Meeting, Kara’s spent much 
of her professional career in service among Friends. 


The Clarence and Lilly Pickett 
Endowment for Quaker Leadership 


exists to encourage and nourish 
emerging Quaker leadership... 


Do you know someone who would 
benefit from the encouragement 
and recognition of a grant from the 
Pickett Endowment? 


Submit a nomination no later than December 1, 2010. 
<pickettendowment.quaker.org> 
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INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING 2010. GATHERING 


QUAKER SERVICE IN THE 21ST CENTURY > 
JUNE 9-131TH, GHOST RANCH, ABIOUIU, NEW MEKICO 
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To Friends Everywhere, 


Intermountain Yearly Meeting (IMYM) Friends joined together for our 36th annual gathering in the 
magnificent landscape of Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, New Mexico. Some 330 of us gathered this year, over 20% 
of whom were attending for the first time. 


Unresolved issues from last year’s meeting received worshipful consideration and constructive planning by 
Continuing and Executive Committees. They did an exceptional job of identifying the needs, concerns, and 
issues that carried over from the previous session and made specific recommendations for the formation of 
three task groups to address the topics of Quaker service, finance, and organization. The meeting approved 
these recommendations. 


We came together with a focus on Quaker service after finding ourselves unable to reach unity last year 
regarding support for our beloved Joint-Service Project. Following 19 years of successful projects by the JSP 
and the inability of the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) to continue its support, concerns arose 
about how we define service and move forward. Having considered queries in each of our monthly meetings 
during the year, we invited representatives from our wider Quaker service organizations to offer interest 
groups at IMYM, and we chose a keynote speaker with extensive experience in Quaker service. 


Kara Newell, member of Reedwood Friends Church in Portland and former General Secretary of both 
Friends United Meeting and AFSC, spoke with us about Quaker Service in the 21st Century. In her address 
she asked us to consider several questions. Is service different in the 21st Century? Are the tools different? 
Are we as a Meeting called to engage in service? What are the gifts and challenges of giving and what are the 
gifts and challenges of receiving? Should we concentrate on giving service locally or abroad? Do we temper 
our leadings to do service by being responsive to the voices of those that we seek to serve? She stressed 

the need to take time to discern what we are called to do, to listen patiently with spirit and heart. Having 
discerned what our service should be, we should share the decision with a spiritual friend who can be honest 
and pray with us, and then to live into the decision through action. The motivation for service must always be 
love. Kara challenged us to pray daily for a person we find ‘difficult’, in order to ‘live love’ as well as to speak 
it. As John Woolman reminds us, ‘Love is the first motion.’ 


Our understanding of service in the 21st Century was enriched through worship sharing groups, 
conversations with the speaker, and workshops with visiting Friends representing AFSC, Right Sharing of 
World Resources, Friends General Conference, Friends Committee on National Legislation, Friends World 
Committee for Consultation, DouglaPrieta Works, and many friends from the Casa de Los Amigos in Mexico 
City. In all of these gatherings, friends reminded each other of the need for silence and waiting on the Spirit. 


Many of our deliberations were quietly affected by concern about the impact of the current economic 
environment. Financial constraints at the national, regional, and personal levels affect both what is 
conceivable and what is feasible. We are continually searching for the best and most effective ways to reduce 
expenses in order to minimize the impact of financial strain on our support of service organizations. 


We sought and achieved unity concerning two issues: our country’s immigration policy and its ongoing wars. 
Joining with the spirit of Pima Monthly Meeting, we call for a termination of US Military Action. The minute 
they crafted was adopted by IMYM and approved. The Committee for Migrant and Border Concerns, together 
with a representative from FCNL, crafted a minute on immigration reform, with contributions from minutes 
already written by Pima Monthly Meeting, Tempe Monthly Meeting, and Flagstaff Monthly Meeting. That 
minute was also approved heartily. We intend to distribute the pair of minutes widely, not only to other yearly 
meetings but also to our political representatives and local news organizations. These minutes follow years of 
heartfelt threshing and waiting for the spirit’s leading. Both are included with this epistle. 


continued page 27 
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’m sure many of you recognize the first part of my 

title — words taken from George Fox’s journal and 
the vision he had of a world of both great evil and 
great love: 


I saw also that there was an ocean of darkness 
and death; but an infinite ocean of light and love, 
which flowed over the ocean of darkness. In that 
also I saw the infinite love of God, and I had great 
openings... 


I'll say more about that vision in a moment, but I 
should address the third phrase in the title - “y un 
barquito grande” - first. 


This part of my title was given to me by my bilingual 
son Pablo, who has been learning to speak more 
fluently in both Spanish and English over the past 
few months. On a recent trip to Vermont we 
spent time at a lakeside resort watching boats 

of all shapes and sizes, and Pablo even got to 
ride out on the lake in a big boat with his dad. 
Driving back to the airport in a van, he was 
pointing out things he saw along the way and 
naming them when we passed a boat parked 

in a gas station. It was kind of a small boat 

but sitting next to the gas station it looked bigger 
than how it might appear on the lake. He looked at 
it and said declaratively, “un barquito grande”. I 
smiled, nodded, and agreed with him, enjoying his 
description. 


Now the literal translation of “un barquito grande” 
would be “a big little boat”, and may seem like simply 
a cute two-year-old grammatical mistake. In Spanish, 
the diminutive ending “ito” makes everything little, 
so combining it with the adjective grande, or big, 
would not normally be done. I was amused by 


the idea of “un barquito grande” but then started 
wondering if I should have corrected his grammar 
and explained that it doesn’t really make sense to 
have a big little boat. Like many mothers, though, 

I often find great instruction in my two-year-old’s 
observations of the world. And so it was in this case. 


Because the more I thought about the idea of 

“un barquito grande”, the more I felt it offered a 
wonderful metaphor for Friends’ work in the world. 
We are, after all, a small people. Mostly simple folk. 
Not very powerful. No grand sails to flourish or large 
engines to boast. Yet, we have — I believe - been 
given a great task in this world. Led to launch our 
small vessel into often unchartered waters on these 
great oceans of dark and light. To sail boldly and 
trust that the right wind will guide us. 


We are, after all, a small people. Mostly simple 


folk. Not very powerful. No grand sails to 


flourish or large engines to boast. Yet, we have — 
I believe - been given a great task in this world. 


That work of Friends witness in the world — that 
“barquito grande” that we are called to sail — is what 
I like to call our “ministry of hope” in the world. And 
I think that the world we live in today desperately 
needs it. 


Before George Fox saw the ocean of light, and before 
he and other early Friends launched the barquito 
grande that we continue sailing today, he looked 
into an ocean of darkness. He looked into it and he 
did not turn away. 


The dark waters that George Fox faced in his time 
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looked quite different than the ones we find lapping 
at our shores today, but many of the themes were the 
same: the death and destruction wrought by war; the 
blight of poverty and disease; the unconscionable 
concentration of wealth and power in the hands of a 
few, while millions suffer from unmet basic needs. 


Not unlike us, Fox asked why he had to face such 
horrors: “I cried unto the Lord, saying, ‘Why should I 
be thus, seeing I was never addicted to commit these 
evils?’ and the Lord answered, ‘That it was needful 

I should have a sense of all conditions, how else 
should I speak to all conditions?” 


We too would often rather look away. I know 

I would. I work on issues of war and peace in 
Washington, DC, and I can assure you that some 
days I open my email and cry at my desk. There is 
evil at work in the world, and we are swimming in it. 
If we are to live our testimonies in the world today, 
it’s important, Friends, that we understand the 
depths of the ocean of darkness, and that we face it 
head on, as Fox did. 


So at the risk of depressing us all, let me paint a 
clearer picture of the challenges we face as we seek to 
practice hope in the world today. 


I am a new mother and so I am deeply saddened 

by the statistics facing the next generation. Today’s 
young people — my own son included — are the first 
generation in the United States in many decades that 
cannot expect to do better economically than their 
parents did. A well-known commentator reported in 
Politico just two weeks ago that the global economy 
appears to be headed for the third great depression 
in history, and that while it may not be as deep as the 


Great Depression of the thirties and forties, we should 
expect it to be longer, with real recovery still years 
away. In the meantime, unemployment is at record 
highs in cities across the U.S., state budgets are in 
crisis, and the most vulnerable — the poor, the sick, 
the elderly, communities of color, immigrants, and 
the First Peoples of this land — will suffer the worst. 


In the midst of this economic crisis, you might 
expect our policymakers to be focused on meeting 
people’s most basic needs first. Unfortunately, you 
would be wrong. Even an imperfect health care bill — 
but one that extends coverage to millions who were 
previously without any access to care — became a 
political fight of the upmost proportions on Capitol 
Hill, where partisanship has replaced problem- 
solving as the highest order of the day. 


Today’s young people are also growing up ina 
country where war is increasingly becoming the 
normal state of affairs. Where nine years and 
100,000 U.S. troops killing and dying in Afghanistan 
is accepted as a given, and the merits of such actions 
are barely even discussed at the dinner table, much 
less in the halls of Congress. Where ongoing violence 
in Iraq no longer even makes the news. Why, 
Friends, are we and our neighbors not standing up 
in outrage against such waste and abuse of human 
life and national treasure? Over 5,000 US troops 
have been killed in Iraq and Afghanistan, and tens 
of thousands wounded. Veterans who have returned 
home from the wars are also committing suicide at a 
shocking rate. 


Of course those are just the US statistics. Numbers 
of Iraqi and Afghan soldiers and civilians killed and 
wounded are hard to confirm but no doubt number 
in the hundreds of thousands. The result will of 
course be increased resentment and hatred toward 
the U.S. and continued attacks against us for years 
to come. In Afghanistan, the under-30 generation 
— which constitutes more than 70 percent of the 
population — cannot remember a time of peace. 


I was struck recently by a commentator who pointed 
out that many of the young men and women now 
fighting for the U.S. in Afghanistan and Iraq — some 
only 18 and 19 years old — were only 11 or 12 when 
the attacks of September 11, 2001, took place and 
the U.S. dove full force into this spiral of escalating 
global war. Yet these young people are now bogged 
down in a doomed war, fighting and paying for 

a failed policy made by gray haired adults in 
Washington who should have known better. 


Some of those same policymakers voted just last 
week to send more of our kids to war by approving 
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$33 billion more dollars to support 30,000 more 
troops in Afghanistan. General David Patreaus, in 
his Senate confirmation hearing as the new head of 
U.S. and NATO forces, suggested more troops might 
be requested in the future. The grand total of war 
spending over the past nine years now stands over $1 
trillion. 


If our government chose to invest in building healthy 
communities and preventing wars instead of fighting 
them, those dollars could fund thousands of new 
schools, provide quality healthcare for millions, 
create new green jobs across the 
country, and hire and train thousands 
more diplomats and development 
professionals to engage the world 
without violence. Unfortunately, 
Congress is continuing a cycle of 
perpetual war at the expense of our 
communities and our planet. 


In addition to the crippling debt that 
runaway wars and military spending 
will leave to our children, the next 
generation will also inherit a planet 
in peril. Global temperatures are expected to rise 
between 2.0 and 4.5 degrees Celsius by the end of 
the century. That is enough to severely influence 
weather patterns, food production, and the Arctic. 
The expected results of this global warming 

are well known and well publicized: increasing 
extreme weather events, desertification and arctic 
ice melt, extinction of some species, loss of entire 
island nation homelands, new patterns of human 
migration, a food crisis that could reach every corner 
of the globe, and rising potential for violent conflict 
over resources. 


As can be expected, the poor and marginalized 

— at home and abroad — will be hit worst. Crop 
ecologists estimate that every 1 degree Celsius rise 
in temperature corresponds to a 10% drop in grain 
production. Most of the world’s food shortages 
already occur on the Indian subcontinent and sub- 
Saharan Africa, areas struggling with poverty and 
conflict, and expected to get hotter and drier in the 
coming decades. 


Again, in Washington and other capitals around the 
world, the problems of global warming and climate 
change are understood. Yet, those in positions of 
power carry on with business as usual — worrying 
more about their next election than the fact that 
glaciers that provide water to 40% of the world’s 
population are shrinking at an alarming rate, or that 
the millions of barrels of oil pouring into the Gulf 


Western Friend 15 


of Mexico as we speak will have more devastating 
economic, environmental, and health impacts on 

this country than we are willing to acknowledge. The 
ocean of darkness is literally rising every day, Friends. 


I want to pause here as we consider the dark waters 
threatening to engulf our world, to appreciate the 
willingness of Friends, like Fox himself, to face 
honestly the enormous problems that God calls us 
to labor with in our time. As difficult and depressing 
as it can be to look squarely at what it is we are up 
against, I believe it is something we must do if we 


As difficult and depressing as it can be to look squarely 
at what it is we are up against, I believe it is something 
we must do if we hope to live out our testimonies in 
the world. It is part of how the Spirit teaches us to 
practice hope. Without darkness, we cannot see light. 
Fox's insight was that to speak to all conditions, he had 
to see clearly the troubles of the world. “And in that,” 


he writes, “I saw the infinite love of God.” 


hope to live out our testimonies in the world. It is 
part of how the Spirit teaches us to practice hope. 
Without darkness, we cannot see light. Fox’s insight 
was that to speak to all conditions, he had to see 
clearly the troubles of the world. “And in that,” he 
writes, “I saw the infinite love of God.” 


Which brings us to the ocean of light and love. ama 
firm believer in this ocean as well, and in its power to 
flow over the ocean of darkness. Friends, including 
many of you, have instilled and repeatedly confirmed 
this belief in me. I feel surrounded here with you in 
those waters. And I see the ocean of light and love 
flowing over the waters of darkness each day in my 
work with FCNL. 


It is visible in the willingness of individuals and small 
groups, and sometimes even big crowds, to carry signs 
that read “War Is Not the Answer”, and to believe it is 
true. It is visible in the countless letters and visits to 
Congress that speak truth to power and urge practical 
steps to fix the policy problems that entangle our 
country and our world today. Letters and visits that do 
make a difference I want to assure you, if not today, 
then tomorrow or the next day or months or years 
from now. These waters of light flow abundantly in the 
transforming way that Friends seek to meet violence 
with nonviolence; abuse of our nation and world’s 
resources with care for all people and stewardship of 
the earth; hate and fear of those different from us, with 


love and welcoming of the stranger. ; 
continued pg 18 
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Basic Facts 
Number of Members 
States in the Yearly Meeting 
# of Meetings & Worship Groups 
# of Quarterly Meetings 


Does Business Outside of Annual 
Session At... 


# of Employees 


Sends Representatives to These 
Organizations 


Directory? 
Website 


Finances 
Size of Yearly Meeting Budget 


Assessment per Member 


Youth 
Name of the High School Group 


Name of Pre-High School Group 
Paid Staff for Youth? 


Annual Session 
Duration 


Time of Year 


Location 


Annual Session Budget 


Avg. Cost of Attendance for One 
(shared room, bath, all meals) 


# Attenders This Year 
# Hours Spent in Plenary 


# Hours Scheduled for Worship 
(does not include early worship) 


Who Plans Annual Session? 


EVERYTHING, YOU, EVER WANTED TO. | 


BUT WERE. 
Utah, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico 
17 Meetings, ~14 Worship Groups 


4: Utah Friends Fellowship, Arizona Half-Yearly, 
Colorado Regional, New Mexico (inactive) 


IMYM 
983 


Continuing Committee; meets in January, once at Co 
Annual Session 


Friends General Conference, American Friends 
Service Committee, Friends Committee on 
National Legislation, Friends World Committee for 
Consultation, Friends Peace Teams, Western Friend 


No; only a list of attenders from Annual Session 


Senior Young Friends 


Junior Young Friends 
Sort of: Ghost Ranch staff assist with children’s 
program at Annual Session 


5 days: Wednesday evening to Sunday lunch 5 day: 
(Early Days option runs Sunday-Weds. afternoon) 3-) 


Second weekend in June 


Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, NM Rot 


approximately $113,000 


2 as full session, 4.5 in worship groups, 
3 in optional intergenerational groups 


Committee selects the speaker/theme; Continuing Ant 
Cmte plans w/ help of clerk & job-specific coordinators 
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OW ABOUT, OTHER YEARLY MEETINGS 


AID TO ASK 
a 


regon, Washington, Idaho, Montana 


California, Nevada, Hawai'i (Mexico City & Guatemala) 
37 Meetings, 15 Worship Groups 


21 Meetings, ~19 Worship Groups 


lamette, Pacific Northwest, and Montana 
Gathering of Friends 
ating Committee; meets in fall and spring, 
once at Annual Session 


1: YM Secretary at 10 hours/week 
ican Friends Service Committee, Friends 


tee on National Legislation, Friends World 
tee for Consultation, Friends Peace Teams, 


Friend, observer to Friends of Lesbian, Gay, 


ual, Transgendered and Queer Concerns 
Yes 


npym.org 


$58,000 
$44 


Junior Friends 
Central Friends 
No 


ds. Eve to Sunday lunch (2011 is the last of a 


rial of adding a day; originally a 4 day AS) 
Third weekend in July 


very two years between the three quarters; 
next year in Tacoma, WA 


approximately $44,000 
$250 


236 


9 
as full session,5.5 in worship groups 


session Planning Committee, appointed by 
NPYM Nominating Committee 


2: College Park and Southern California 
Representative Committee; meets in the spring 


1: Youth Program Coordinator, full time 


American Friends Service Committee, Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, Friends World 
Committee for Consultation, Western Friend, Friends 
Committee on Legislation of California, Quaker 
Earthcare Witness, William Penn House 


Sort of: Each Quarter prepares its own directory 
pacificyearlymeeting.org 


$90 (CA and NV) /$40 (HI, foreign) 


Junior Yearly Meeting 
Middle School (optional; often go to JYM) 


Yes, one full-time employee as of May 2010 


6 days: Monday eve to Saturday lunch 


Last weekend in July 
Rotates every two years between the two quarters; 
next year in Claremont, CA 
approximately $145,000 


6 as full session, 6 in worship groups 
PYM’s Clerk, with some support from PYM’s Ministry 
& Oversight, and individuals as asked by the clerk 
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Hope, continued from pg 18 


When the first Congress of the United States met, 
Quakers were there presenting a petition against 
slavery. When World War I was raging, Friends 
volunteered to drive ambulances and provide 
humanitarian aid across the lines of conflict. In the 
midst of World War II, Quakers were bold enough 
to create a religious lobby organization to be a voice 
for peace on Capitol Hill. And today, many Friends 
— and young Friends in particular — are dedicating 
their lives to sustainable living, working to change 
both their own impact on the earth and the policies 
of this nation and the world to save our planet. 


Look around you, Friends. Take a moment and look 
around at the people and lives just here in this room 
tonight. What an inspiration you are to me. What a 
powerhouse! What an ocean of light and love. 


You put your faith into action in the world, and 
in doing so, you give others hope that a different 
world is possible. Hope breeds positive action. 


Positive action yields more hope. The cycle 
continues, the Waters of Light rise. 


Working in the service of Friends I am regularly 
humbled and awed by you. You organize events in 
your communities, write letters to Congress, visit 
Capitol Hill to lobby, publish articles, teach classes, 
talk with your neighbors, and work in countless 
other ways of your own to build a better world — all 
on your own time, just because you care, just because 
you feel called. You practice hope in this troubled 
world every day in the way you wade into those dark 
waters with a smile on your face and your hands 
clasped together in friendship. You know change 
does not come quickly, that the journey is long, and 
that each step counts. So you do what you can, you 
trust you will be given what you need, and you look 
for the Light in even the darkest spots. 


And Light comes. It shines through the dark 

waters in Washington when nearly a quarter of the 
Senate and over a third of the House votes for an 
exit strategy to the war in Afghanistan. When the 
President of the United States envisions a world 
without nuclear weapons. When the chair of the 
House Financial Services committee calls for cutting 
military spending by $100 million per year for 

the next 10 years — and then lays out a plan to do 

it. The ocean of Light swells a bit larger when the 
senior senator of Louisiana, a good friend to the oil 
industry, states frankly that it is time to end the U.S. 
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addition to fossil fuels and move to clean energy 
technology. When the White House files a lawsuit 
against an ill-conceived state law that would open 
the door to racial profiling and destroy trust between 
police and the communities they seek to protect. And 
when the U.S. government finally takes steps toward 
repaying long-standing royalty debt it has owed to 
tribal communities for over a century. 


I see the waters of Light rising in my own work to 
prevent war as well. When FCNL dared to declare 
that “War Is Not the Answer” in the aftermath of 
the attacks of September 11, 2001, and then began 
a program to promote peaceful alternatives, we felt 
like a lone, and often unwelcome, voice on Capitol 
Hill. But less than a decade later — just a small drop 
of time in the arc of history — the U.S. government 
has built a Civilian Response Corps of over 1,000 
trained experts to help prevent and rebuild 
after wars, and created a new fund to allow 
civilian agencies — not the military — to 
respond quickly to help de-escalate conflicts 
and avert mass violence. These new tools for 
preventing war are actively being employed 
today in places that have directly suffered 
violence - Sudan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kenya. 
They are, I hope, shining a bit more light in some 
very dark waters of the world. 


The Ocean of Light is growing, Friends, because 
of you. You put your faith into action in the world, 
and in doing so, you give others hope that a 
different world is possible. Hope breeds positive 
action. Positive action yields more hope. The cycle 
continues, the Waters of Light rise. 


Practicing hope this way is part of Friends ministry 

to the world. It’s our “barquito grande” — our big 

little boat — that carries us through the waters — dark 
and light — and sustains us in the journey. It is a big 
mission — given to a small people. It is the call to put 
our faith into practice in the world. To manifest our 
testimonies of peace, simplicity, equality, integrity, 
and community in each and every action we take in the 
world — or at least try our best to do so. To live as if the 
Light is at work in us and the world... because it is. 


Friends have been called “relentlessly hopeful”, and I 
admire that character trait in us. We work for peace 

in the midst of war, and we often smile while doing it. 
But our hope is not one of blind optimism that ignores 
the great troubles and despairs of the world and waits 
naively for a happy end to the story. Our practice 

of hope looks squarely at the pain in our world and 
weeps. War in Afghanistan, hunger and poverty, walls 
on our border, an earth in peril. Our hope suffers with 
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the world we have been given. And then, steadily, 
lovingly, picks us up and puts us to work changing it. 
Because that’s what the Spirit calls us to do. 


This practice of hope is, I believe, a remarkable 

gift Friends have been entrusted with. This small, 
peculiar group of people is bold enough — or blessed 
enough - to believe that we can change this world: 

us, you and me, in our big little boat. We actually 
believe that we can help build the community of God, 
that in fact we are made for this work. We hear a call 
from the Spirit to live out our beliefs 
in the world, despite how troubled it 
is, to live with light and love, “walking 
joyfully over the earth and answering 
that of God in everyone.” And we do 
our best to answer. 


Now, I don’t pretend that sailing this 
barquito grande through the waters before us will 
be easy. Friends, it is a small boat. With a big load 

to carry. But we are not alone in this journey. We 
have all those around us here, and many many more 
whom we do not see tonight. We ride the waves of 
those who came before us and chart a path for those 
who will follow. We each need only do our small part 
to keep the boat on course and above water. If we 
listen well, and open our masts in the right direction, 
the Wind will carry us. 


So I'd like to ask each of us to consider what our part 
might be. What gifts do you bring to the troubled 
world we live in? What steps might you take — in 
your life, your community, your country, the world — 
to move us toward the world we seek? Where is the 
Spirit calling you to practice hope? Remember that 
we are only called to be faithful, not successful. Do 
not shun a small task, or fear a great one, that is set 
before you. Just do your part. 


Last year I spoke to Friends at Southern Appalachian 
Yearly Meeting and Association and I challenged 
them to each commit to meeting with at least one of 
their Members of Congress at least one time over the 
following year to discuss an issue they cared about. 

I know I’m dealing with a lot of people who are 
already expert lobbyists here, though, so let me just 
say this: There are elections coming up in November, 
there are many issues in need of work in Washington 
and in your communities, there are calls you hear 

in the still moments of your life. Listen. Imagine 
wading into waters you've never touched before. 
Then sail boldly, with a smile, into the unknown. 


I want to close by shifting metaphors from the sea 
to the air. Some years ago I was on a retreat ata 
wonderful Quaker retreat center called Powell House 
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in upstate New York. I was at a point in my life when 
I was looking for answers as to what lay ahead for 
me. During a break I hiked up a trail to a lookout 
point on a quiet ridge. The air was quiet and still, 

a beautiful blue sky, and I was looking out over the 
tops of fall colored trees. I immediately felt like there 


- was a message for me here, so I sat down and waited, 


with great expectation. 


Then slowly a black bird sailed in from the right 
and circled over the trees. And a lighter colored bird 


Where is the Spirit calling you to practice hope? 
Remember that we are only called to be faithful, not 
successful. Do not shun a small task, or fear a great one, 


that is set before you. Just do your part. 


sailed in from the left and flew crossways with the 
black bird. Ah-ha!, I thought. This is it — this is God 
speaking to me — all the answers I need will soon 

be revealed! The future will unfold with clarity. ... 
But what do these two birds mean? Flying with each 
other above the treetops? What is their message? 
What’s the answer, God?! I waited. 


And then I heard a small, still voice say quietly 
to me, “Bridget, those...are birds. They live here. 
They’re flying, that’s just what they do.” 


I felt a warm chuckling and then I burst out laughing 
at myself. I didn’t need great answers to be revealed 
- our problems and the world’s problems do not get 
solved that way. The future is uncertain, but hope is 
real. I just needed to listen to the Spirit and go where 
it guided. 


I’ve thought about that moment a lot over the years, 
and about those birds, and the message the Spirit 
was giving me. Because it’s true, they were just a 
couple ordinary birds who lived in those woods, out 
for an afternoon flight. And that is just what they do. 
They’re birds. They fly. But think about that — they 
FLY! That’s just what they do, nothing special, just 
the gift God gave them. But, wow, what a gift! 


And I think that we as Friends are also like those 
birds. Living our testimonies, practicing hope in the 
face of despair, working for a more peaceful, just, 
and healthy world, - it’s not anything spectacular — 
it’s just what we do. It’s the gift God gave us — our 
barquito grande. But, wow, what a gift! - What a 
reason for Hope. 


Bridget Moix is the Legislative Secretary for Friends 
Committee on National Legislation’s Peaceful 
Prevention of Deadly Conflict Program. 
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NORTH PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING’S 38TH ANNUAL SESSION — 


PRACTICING HOPE: LIVING & WITNESSING OUR TESTIMONIES 
JULY 14-18, 2010, UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA, MISSOULA, MONTANA 


To Friends Everywhere: 


Our Friend- in-Residence, Bridget Moix, suggested practicing hope is a way Friends minister to the world. 
As the director of the Peaceful Prevention of Deadly Conflict Program of Friends Committee on National 
Legislation (FCNL), she is aware of the formidable problems confronting us today. We identified with the 
metaphor provided by Bridget’s two-year-old son, Pablo, of a barquito grande, a big little boat, that helps us 
sail over a large ocean of darkness. We draw inspiration from Bridget’s belief that in difficult times, our hope 
suffers and then it picks us up and sets us to work to change the world. 


Annual Session planners provided numerous opportunities to practice and experience hope this week. 

One morning, attenders of all ages served throughout Missoula by helping at community gardens, the food 
bank, a homeless shelter, Habitat for Humanity, and by clearing trash, pulling noxious weeds, and recycling 
bicycles. Food cost savings from a simple meal of beans and rice one day benefited projects of Right Sharing 
of World Resources. In an effort to reduce our carbon footprint, we offered online registration, encouraged 
carpooling, reduced paper copies of documents, and used pedicabs and bicycles in addition to golf carts for 
transportation around the campus. 


Just as George Fox had to look in to the “Ocean of Darkness” in order to see the “Ocean of Light,” Friends 
at this session called us to hope in a variety of ways. Many of us are involved in Quaker organizations such 
as FCNL, the American Friends Service Committee, Quaker Earthcare Witness, Friends World Committee 
for Consultation, and Friends Peace Teams. Interest groups reflected the wide range of Friends’ concern 
and action in such areas as restorative justice, global change, Quaker process, conscientious objection, and 
economic justice. 


Bridget’s suggestion that “we Friends are bold enough and blessed enough to believe we can create the 
community of God” is evident not only in our work in the world but in recent changes in our yearly meeting 
structure and function. Decision-making processes remain in transition with a goal to increase involvement 
of monthly meetings and attenders at Annual Session in approval of the budget, nominations and action 
minutes. Our structure has changed to include ten standing committees, among them Peace and Social 
Concerns and Ministry and Oversight, as well as two ad hoc committees considering affiliation with Friends 
General Conference and Quaker Earthcare Witness. The benefit of ongoing committees was exemplified by 
the new Youth Committee’s leading to improve communication among youth and parents, provide a children 
and youth summit, and support children and youth programming at all levels of the yearly meeting. We 
especially look forward to the t-shirts they plan to make. 


Our task of revising our Discipline has become a living and lively process. Our goal is to provide a faithful, 
clear, complete description of the depth and breadth of faith and practice in this yearly meeting in this time. 


We leave here well aware that the ocean of darkness threatens to rise around our barquito grande. We 
take strength and courage from Fox’s vision of the “Ocean of Light” as well as Bridget’s closing reminder 
that we are not alone. “That’s the power of community, to uplift and multiply each other’s gifts,” she said. 
Considering the abundant gifts in our midst, there is much reason for hope. 
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RACIAL JUSTICE 


Vanessa Julye is co-author of Fit for Freedom, Not for Friendship: Quakers, African Amreicans, and the 
Myth of Racial Justice. As part of Friends General Conference’s Traveling Ministries program, Vanessa 
has engaged with Pacific Yearly Meeting around issues of racial equality and racial justice for the past five 
years. She has visited meetings, met with individuals, and provided support for Friends of color during 
PYM's gathering. This is her last year of attending PYM; what follows is excerpted from her final report. 


ow are you able and willing to change and 
transform around looking at issues of racial 
equality and racial justice? 


In March, I was invited by my Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, my yearly meeting, to give a plenary talk. 

I was also asked to begin that talk in a way that the 
children in the room would be able to hear. So I told 
a story. 


There were two animals, an elephant and a giraffe. 
The elephant and giraffe served on a committee 
together. The elephant was walking down the street 
one day and walked by the giraffe’s house. The 
giraffe saw the elephant coming, and he said, “Hey, 
Mister Elephant, how are you doing?” The elephant 
said he was doing fine. The giraffe said, “I’d really 
want you to come and see my house, and come and 
see my tools.” See, the giraffe liked Mr. Elephant, 
and he thought it would be nice to have him stop and 
come in, and get to know him a little bit outside of 
the committee they both served on. 


Mister Giraffe’s house, though, was a very special 
house. It was a house that was made especially for 
Mister Giraffe and his family. So that meant the 
house was pretty tall, and pretty narrow. When 
Mister Elephant got up to the doorway, it was a 
challenge for him to get through the door. But that 
was Okay, because Mister Giraffe had an answer: 
next to the entry of the house, he had a work studio 
for woodwork, and there he’d had a door expanded 
so he could get things in and out for woodworking. 
Mister Elephant would be able to come in there. 


Mister Elephant came in, and they were talking, and 
then Missus Giraffe came down, and told Mister 
Giraffe there was a phone call he needed to take. 
Mister Giraffe said he would be right back, and asked 
Mister Elephant to stay there, because he wanted to 
continue their conversation. Then he went upstairs. 


Mister Elephant decided he wanted to look around, 
because it was a pretty neat workshop. He took a 
step, and when he stepped, he knocked against some 
tools. And so he moved again out of embarrassment, 
and took another step, and knocked against 
something else. Every time he moved— well, the 
door was large, but the woodshop itself wasn’t built 
for an elephant to be moving around in it. Things 
were crashing and banging, and Mister Giraffe came 
rushing downstairs to find out what’s going on. 


“What’s happening? What are you doing? Why are 
you destroying my woodshop?” 


Mister Elephant, who was terribly embarrassed at 
this point, said, “I was just trying to move around to 
look at things!” 


Mister Giraffe looked at him and said, “Well, I see 
what the problem is, and I have a solution to that 
problem. Why don’t you work out, lose some weight, 
and then come back and you'll fit, and there won’t be 
any problems!” 


Mister Elephant looked at him and said, “No, thank 
you. I don’t think that I need to change to be able to 
come and fit in your workshop.” 


continued on pg 24 
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Engaging One Another in the Spirit: 


dinnertime chatbox on Quakers and the Future 


CHATBOXES 


Chatboxes are an exercise introduced 

to Pacific Yearly Meeting’s youth last 
year by Kylin Navarro. She encountered 
chatboxes as a part of the 2008 Quaker 
Youth Pilgrimage, and found the process 
valuable for opening up thoughtful and 
respectful conversations on weighty 
topics. The 90-minute process is simple 
enough that anyone can initiate a chatbox 
exercise in their meeting! When the 
Junior Yearly Meeting did chatboxes, 
they asked Young Adult Friends to serve 
as group leaders; some adults from PYM 
also served as elders, helping to keep 
everyone spiritually grounded. 


This year at Pacific Yearly Meeting, the Junior Yearly Meeting found the conversations they had during 
the chatboxes so engaging that they invited the adults of PYM to join them in chatboxes over dinner that 
evening. Many Friends young(er) and old(er) found common ground, thought-provoking differences, 


and real connections with each other. 


OVERALL CHATBOX PROCESS 
In the large group (10 minutes) 


1. In the large group, explain how chatrooms work 
and why we would like to do it. 


2. Briefly describe the different chatrooms topics. 
They don’t need to read the questions. 


3. Ask the group to mill about for awhile and choose 
the issue that speaks most to them. It is okay if there 
are bigger groups than others, but if one group is 
particularly large or small, you can ask if there is 
anyone who would like to move to a different group. 


4. The small group Leaders brings flip chart paper 
and the queries for the topic listed on flip chart 
paper. The group then goes to find a spot to work. 


Follow the process described in the Leaders 
section below (45 minutes) 


Large group (15 minutes) 


1. Have the leader of each group discuss the issues 
and overall sense of their group. 


2. Have the group members add any other ideas or 
comments. 


3. Go on to the next group. 


4. Prioritize the top two to three topics that the 

full group would like to spend time discussing and 
exploring. 

Large Group (20 minutes) 

1. As a full group, invite everyone to join in exploring 
the top topics identified during the small group 
debrief. Leaders and elders should help keep the 
group respectful and grounded. 


PREPARATION 


1. Find six spaces for these groups to meet in 
advance of the session. 


2. Have the queries written on flip chart paper for 
each group. 


3. List the six group topics on a flip chart. 

4. Gather the elders and leaders in advance to 
discuss the process. 

ROLE OF LEADERS 


1. Leaders should look at the queries and pick the 
group they are most interested in. If there are elders 
supporting the leaders, they should do the same. 


2. Lead the chatroom process. “Leading” the 
chatrooms means reminding the group that this 
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activity is similar to worship sharing in 
that you may speak whenever, but that we 
ask for some silence in between and we try 
to be respectful of one another’s beliefs. 


3. Once a query is read aloud by the leader, 
it is their judgment call to determine when 
to move on to the next query. The groups 
should be reminded that they don’t need 
to answer all the questions, and can move 
from one to the next if they’re not being 
moved by it. 


4. Leading (Clerking) comes in, as we 
want the leader to have a sense of the 
group. Make sure that the sense of the 
group is recorded on the flip chart paper 
provided. 


5. They can ask the group if they’re ready 
to move on, but should be aware of shyer 
individuals who may not speak up about 
staying on a particular topic. They also 
must be aware of the time, making sure 
that we don’t run over. 


6. The leader is also the scribe and writes 
down the responses on a separate piece of 
paper. They can speak if they wish to. 


7. Once the time is up, if they feel that their 
group isn’t done, they can continue later, 
but it is important that they return to the 
greater group at the end of the time. 


ROLE OF ELDERS 


It is important that when inviting elders 
we ask them: 


@ to hold the group that they join in the 
Light; 


@ to hold the space and to share if they feel 
moved; 


@ they should also be politely asked to 
avoid “dominating” the conversation. 


ROLE OF TIMER 


There are 90 minutes... it is important that 
the person organizing the chatrooms is 
aware of the time and runs around to each 
of the rooms, keeping leaders informed 

of the time.. Announce when there are 
twenty, ten, and five minutes left, and then 
go around to make sure everyone returns 
to the main room on time. 
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CHATBOX QUERIES 
(adapted from queries used by the 2008 Quaker Youth 
Pilgrimage participants) 


QUAKERS & GoD 


1. Do you believe in “God”? 

2. Is it necessary for Quakers to believe in God? 

3. Is “God” an appropriate term for your beliefs? Do you 
feel more comfortable using another word, e.g. Spirit/ 
Joy/Light/ete? 

4. How open are you to different interpretations of God? 

5. Is a two-way relationship with God possible? If so, 
what would that look like? 


QUAKERS & THE WORLD 


1. Do you personally have an interest in social justice 
issues- locally, nationally, and internationally? 

2. Simplicity testimony+globalization: where do you shop? 

3. World politics & what is/are Quakers’ role in them? 

4. Personal contributions to world issues...rallies? 
Campaigns? 

5. What more can Quakers do? 


QUAKERS AND CHRISTIANITY/BIBLE/PRAYER 


1. What importance, if any, does Christianity and/or the 
Bible have in your life? 

2. What key messages can be learned from Christianity/ 
the Bible? 

3. In what ways do Friends adopt a universalist response 
to their faith--if at all? 

4. How relevant are Christ-centered views today, in 
relation to early Friends? 

5. Would you call yourself a Quaker? A Christian? 


QUAKERS & THE FUTURE 


1. What kind of future do you predict for the Society of 
Friends?...In terms of identity, belief, unity? 

2. Are you hopeful for the future? 

3. Consider the issue of declining membership and 
solutions, if any, to this problem. 

4. In what way are aspects of Quakerism outdated? Or 
forward-thinking? 

5. Are Quakers open to change and able to move with the 
times? 


continued next page 
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Justice, continued from pg 21 


I told that story to illustrate what I see as one 

of the challenges we have within the Religious 
Society of Friends—that the Society of Friends is an 
organization that has- like the giraffe’s house—been 
built specially. We are asking not only people of color 
but other people who were not a part of the original 
design of Quakerism to come into our house, and 

we re Saying we want you to fit into our house the 
way it is. 


One of the things I’d hoped I would hear from the 
kids about the story, when asking for a solution, was 
that they could create a house together that would 
meet the needs of both the elephant and the giraffe. 
That would take a lot of time, and a lot of talking, but 
for me, that’s part of what making change is about. 
It’s messy, and it’s hard, because sometimes we’re 
asked to give up things that feel important to us. 


I know that when I became a mother, it was exciting, 
but it was also hard- because I became a mother 

at a time when my friends of the same age were 

not mothers. I was given this gift of a child, but it 
changed my life. It was a transformation I had to go 
through. 


I’ve been thinking a lot about that question of “what 
next?” and what are some the things you can do here 
within this yearly meeting without my presence. In 
looking at the structure of this yearly meeting, there 
are some simple things I'd like to suggest: 


wv 


$e In worship sharing, have an option that focuses 
on racial healing. New York Yearly Meeting has this 
option, and the few times I have been there, the 
group has been so large they ended up having to 
break it up into three smaller groups. Next year, you 
might think about providing a worship sharing with 
queries that address racial healing, equality, or racial 
justice. 


ee Adding some Friends of color to the very early 
morning “Transformative Quakers” program, 

such as: Paul Cuffee, Sarah Beth Douglas, George 
Sawyer, Barrington Dunbar, Bayard Rustin, Gordon 
Hirabayashi. There’s a new book coming out, 

called “Black Fire: African-American Quakers on 
Spirituality and Social Justice” that will have some 
other Friends in it. 


$e Make sure there’s at least one or two interest 
groups during the week that look at issues around 
racial justice. 


Rie 


$e Continue supporting the affinity groups. I’d also 
suggest supporting a group for European American 


Friends who want to work on issues of racial justice. 


Being the radical person that I am, I'd like to actually 
have sessions where everyone is taking some time to 
look at and identify what the yearly meeting would 
like to see and do around racial justice, instead of 
just a core group who spreads out to the whole yearly 
meeting. 


Thank you very much for allowing me to be a part of 
this community! 


Vanessa is happy to be an ongoing resource to 
Friends seeking explore issues around racial justice; 
Friends General Conference also has a tremendous 
number of resources for Friends wishing to 

explore this topic. Contact them at fitforfreedom@ 
Jfgcquaker.org and http://www.fgcquaker.org/fit- 
for-freedom. 
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QUAKERS & SIMPLICITY 


1. How simply do you live? 

2. What is the difference between need and want? 

3. Is this testimony relevant today? Is the 
warning of earlier Friends against Bes) 
and entertainment diverting us from ie Is 
important/relevant today? a 

4. How does the purchasing of material (ate 
useful) items fit in with this testimony? Does _ 
buying second-hand clothes or expensive but 
long-lasting clothes differ from purchasing new 
ones, if you buy more than you need? 

5. What is a simple lifestyle and how can we a to- 
live ply: 


QUAKERS & PEACE & CON 


1. How do you like the testimony of non-violence? ) 
(or “in what ways”) 

2. Are the seeds of violence (verbal, emotional, — 
physical) present in relationships eee pas 
partners, siblings)? : 

3. Are there ever occasions when elles is okay? 

4. How about in self defense, defense of another? 

5. How much pressure to restrain? Or ee their | 
strength? 


Thanks to Kylin and Diego Navarro of Santa 
Cruz Meeting for sharing this information! 
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PACIFIC YEARLY MEET 
ENGAGING ONE ANOTHER IN 
JULY 26-31ST, 2010, CLAREMONT MCKENNA COLLE 


POPPQPOVDPO OOOO OOD OO OOO OO OOOO OOOOH CHL ION DODD DC 


To Friends Everywhere: Greetings! 


Pacific Yearly Meeting met for its 64th annual gathering from the 26th to the 31st of 7th month, 2010, at 
Claremont McKenna College, a pleasant southern California venue with cooperative mild weather. Friends 
complimented the College on its accessibility and the quality of meals. 


Friends from 27 of 37 constituent meetings and 8 worship groups were in attendance at the opening plenary. 
In addition to several guests, we were introduced to Sarah Beutel of Mountain View Meeting, Intermountain 
Yearly Meeting, who is our new Youth Program Coordinator. 


Our theme for this gathering was “Engaging One Another in the Spirit.” Engagement was not too easy, due 
in part to distractions of urban noise and construction and landscaping work on the Claremont McKenna 
campus; this served as a reminder that our work also is building and maintaining our community, which 
must seek silence within, instead of outside. To make it happen, each day we devoted the whole morning 
to worship and worship-sharing. Listening deeply is a step toward engagement, sometimes aided by audio 
technology and sometimes not. During worship we were reminded to be present: “Our openness is an 
invitation to do God’s work, to receive and share our gifts with each other.” 


Our first guest speaker was George Lakey (Central Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting), author of Powerful Peace Making, who spoke of integrating the spiritual and the social action parts 
of our lives. His topic “Expect the Unexpected” began with the query: “What sets people free to engage with 
and experience the spirit?” He proposed these steps: Shift your perceptions — see the “container” (a metaphor 
for community), not just the individuals — Be present in the moment — Be willing to be held spiritually 
accountable and acknowledge corporate responsibility — Be willing to struggle. He expanded on these points 
in three interest groups (one specifically for our teen attenders), responding to questions about Quakers’ 
culturally-promoted conflict avoidance tendency. Later, George Lakey displayed his lighter side by playing 
piano to accompany singing of Broadway show tunes. [Stay tuned to WF for an article based on his talk!] 


From the plenary hall, we emerged onto a plaza to play intergenerational games for relieving the tension of 
working on hard topics. Games included slow-motion activities like chalk drawing on the sidewalk, as well 
as ball games and Frisbee. The games were an energetic contribution of Junior Yearly Meeting, as was an 
exercise in intergenerational “chat boxes” at dinner, where we exchanged responses to queries posted above 
the tables. Tables under the topics of “Quakers and the future” (sample query: Are Quakers open to change 
and able to move with the times?), “Quakers and God” (Is “God” an appropriate term for your beliefs?) and 
“Quakers and Peace and Conflict” (Are the seeds of violence present in relationships?) were crowded with 
discussants of all ages. These exceptional contributions of JYM were welcomed and appreciated. 


Our second speaker was Vanessa Julye, co-author of Fit for Freedom, Not for Friendship: Quakers, African- 
Americans and the Myth of Racial Justice, returning for her fifth and final visit as coordinator for Friends 
General Conference's Committee for Ministry on Racism. She spoke of the challenges we face with respect 

to race and other differences in the Religious Society of Friends — we invite new people into our house but, 
in effect, ask them to change in order to fit in. She concluded with suggestions for continuing support of 
affinity groups and other steps to engage western Friends in overcoming our reluctance to include Friends 
with differences as equals. Our well-attended early morning sessions on “Transformative Quakers” might 
next year also include biographies of Friends of color. Vanessa Julye’s advice on racial exclusion and George 
Lakey’s illustration of Friends’ exclusiveness based on social class resonated as two notes of a chord. Our 
challenge is to find the right notes of resolution. 


A 
Open committee meetings continue to engage those who are not direct participants in committee work in the 
decision-making processes of PYM. Such conscious transparency is a necessary preliminary to anticipated 
changes in our organizational structure. Among these changes are a proposal by the M&O Futures 
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subcommittee to expand the duties of Representative 
Committee, with the intention of reducing business 
agendas at the annual gathering and strengthening 
the connection of monthly meetings to PYM. 
Prominent among remaining concerns are whether 
decision-making at Rep Comm should be open or 
restricted to delegated meeting representatives, and 


whether final approval of the budget should continue’ 


to be done by the general gathering. Increasing 

costs of holding the annual gathering (with possible 
decline in attendance) and the cost of the Youth 
Program Coordinator position are growing concerns. 
We are prepared to provide the resources necessary 
to support the Youth Program Coordinator, even at 
some sacrifice. 


As ever, attenders with like-minded interests 
deepened their connections through Bible study, 
outdoor worship in a “tea garden”, affinity groups 
and many interest groups. Attenders learned how we 
all live our faith as Friends through these channels 
of communication. A special occasion this year was 
the 25th anniversary of the PYM Unity with Nature 
Committee, which continues to focus attention on 
our relationship to a damaged world. 


This year Junior Yearly Meeting grew greatly due to 
successful business meetings and intergenerational 
community building. JYM’s prison book service 
project was great fun as well as a learning 
experience. The “Chatboxes” strengthened JYM’s 
relationship with the greater PYM. JYM’s worship 
sharing was a powerful spiritual experience. In 
whole JYM had a very successful year. 


Our children’s program dealt with expected 
transitions between age groups — especially into 

and out of the elementary age group — but change 

is still a challenge. We enjoyed a connection with 

the children through their spoken lessons at the 
beginning of morning worship. We are fortunate to 
have children’s program staff well-suited to this task. 


Young Friends (who describe themselves as “college- 
ish, or 18 to 35-ish”) adapted to unexpected changes 
in leadership, feeling themselves to be more an 
affinity group than a separate organizational 
structure. Young Friends led a walk to see “Dividing 
the Light”, an illuminated water sculpture created 
by James Turrell, a birthright Quaker known to local 
Friends. Plans are being made for Sarah Beutel’s 
work over the next year, including leading a JYM 
and transitional Young Friends camping trip just 
after close of PYM. 


Our placid daily cycle from worship to meals to 
plenary sessions was interrupted by a fire alarm 
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during Wednesday dinner (fortunately, there was 

no fire). A more welcome interruption came in the 
form of Friday’s community night, where we enjoyed 
music, stories, and an enigmatic play about the end 
of the Universe written and performed by middle- 
school-age boys. 


At our plenary on memorials, we remembered the 
32 Friends who have died in the past year, all of 
whom were dear to us. We also see with sympathy 
the increasing frailty of some of our elders. These 
people are among the last founders of institutions 
like Friends Committee on Legislation of California, 
which forces us to acknowledge that PYM will soon 
no longer have first-hand memories of important 
events in its history. Yet we remain confident for the 
future of PYM, as younger Friends grow in capability 
and respond to the needs of our Quaker community 
and the world. 


We send our love and our gratitude to you, wherever 
you may be in the world of Friends. 


In peace and friendship, 


Marilee Eusebio, Presiding Clerk, 
Pacific Yearly Meeting 
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One of the unique opportunities for 
intergenerational fun was the Exchange of Color, 

in which young and old decorated one another with 
squirt bottles of non-toxic paint. Another was the 
folk dancing with a live band. This year we had a 
great balance of age groups, and intergenerational 
worship sharing groups enjoyed the vibrancy of 
youth and the wisdom of age. All were called to share 
the movement of the spirit among the Southwestern 
mesas, where light and shadow danced on the 
mountains and double rainbows graced the skies. 


We celebrate the ongoing work of young people 

in the meeting in establishing an environmentally 
friendly camp for Quaker youth, and look forward 

to the work of the new task groups in helping us to 
clarify our vision for the Yearly Meeting in structure, 
in finance, and in service. 


En Amistad y Paz, 


Intermountain Yearly Meeting 
Claire Leonard, Clerk 
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There is a spirit of friendly competition that pervades the skits for IMYM’s Talent Night, with top honors 
frequently going to the Senior Young Friends or Young Adult Friends. But this year, the OAFs--Older Adult 
Friends--had everyone rolling in the aisles. Here’s the script, for your enjoyment. Thanks to Eleanor Dart 


for sharing it! 


Penny (delivered as an announcement to the 
Meeting): Friends, the Older Adult Friends (OAFs) 
will be meeting at 10:00 am tomorrow outside Ghost 
House, which is also next to the infirmary where 

the nurse is on duty. We’ve chosen 10:00 am as our 
meeting time to come after breakfast, in the morning 
when most of us are at our sharpest, and not to 
conflict with nap schedules. Carts will be available 
for those needing them. Ovaltine and prunes will 

be served as refreshments. The OAFs group is for 
Friends generally between age fifty and 100, but we 
welcome all who feel they belong. 


(All approach the stage, set up chairs ina 
semicircle. Eric and Bruce pause in front of the 
stage). 


Eric: Hey, are you coming to the OAF meeting? 


Bruce: Well, I’m not sure. I’ve just agreed to be a 
SAP for the SYF. 


Eric: What’s a SAP? Do you mean a FAP, a Friendly 
Adult Presence? 


Bruce: No, this year’s group decided they were 
bored with FAPs, and they wanted a Surly Adult 
Presence. 


(All take seats. Microphones are passes to whoever 
is speaking. After about 10 — 15 seconds of total 
silence...) 


Eleanor: That Friend speaks my mind. 


Jonathan: Would whoever is talking please speak 
up? I can’t hear a word. 


Judy: What did he say? 


Anthony: When is this gol’darn meeting going to 
get started? 


Valerie (standing to speak): I would like to 
remind Friends that George Fox spoke very clearly 
against swearing OAFs. 


Eleanor: That reminds me of a song.... 
Valerie: I love that song! 


Eleanor (sings): In her old leather britches and 
her shaggy, shaggy Birks, 
“I am sitting in the glory of the Light”, said the 
Clerk... 


Suzanne: I think we should share our ideas about 
our commitment to service in our Yearly Meeting. 
I’m very concerned about the PJS being laid down. 
They just didn’t have enough money. 


Eileen: What are they paying for meals on these 
PJS projects? Can’t they just eat PB&J like we 
always did? 

Judy: I think what Friends are speaking about is 
call the JSP—the Joint Service Projects. 


Jonathan: Most of us have joints needing service. 
They can’t lay that down! 


Suzanne: Well, that reminds me—I need to get my 
car serviced. 


Sara: My uncle served in World War II in the 
Friends Ambulance Service in China. 


Phyllis: My aunt left me her entire set of China 
service—20 place settings! 
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Eleanor: That reminds me of a song..... 


Valerie: I love that song! 


Eleanor (sings): The grandfather clock was too 
old for the shelf, 
So it fell and it smashed on the floor...... 


Judy: Well, I don’t think the service here has been 
so good—where’s the Ovaltine and prunes they were 
talking about? 


Phyllis (standing up): I have a question—where 
did this business about “OAFs” come from? 


Sara: Since I retired I feel more like a “LOAF”’—a 
Lingering OAF. 


Eleanor: That reminds me of a song! 
Valerie: I love that song! 


Eleanor: This is a song for equal rights for women. 
(clinging to the mike, sings, joined by Phyllis) 
We meet in the bathroom, we come from our 

rooms, 

Our meetings are few and over too soon. 

We wait for the showers, we queue for the loo... 


(someone next to Eleanor has to yank the 
microphone away) 


Penny: This all started with the YAFs—the Young 
Adult Friends. 


Anthony: So how come they get all the laughs?—Us 
older Friends laugh a lot. 


Suzanne: No, it’s YAFs, not laughs. But I always say } : “Peaceful Pirates”, a morality play 


“She who YAFs last, YAFs best.” : 

Sara: We were YAFs once...we just have trouble H O l l d ay F aire K& 

remembering it! Oo 

Eleanor: Now, that reminds me of a song... uaker Tea 
(standing up, sings) Saturday, November 20" 10 am - 3 pm 


When I was young my slippers were red For more information call 707-538-0152 
I could kick up my heels, right over my head... ee ee oe el 

Eric (also stands) 
Then I grew older, my slippers were blue 
But still I could dance the whole night through! 


All (standing) 


Now I am old, my slippers are black 

I huff to the store, and puff my way back 

But never you laugh, I don’t mind at all 

I'd rather be huffing than not puff at all. 

How do I know my youth is all spent 

My get up and go has got up and went 

But in spite of it all ’'m able to grin 

When I think of the places my get up has been! 


(All exit stage left.) 
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rs PENDLE HILL Quaker Life 


Pamphlets are timely essays er et ee 
on many facets of Quaker life, 
thought and spirituality, readable 
at one sitting. Subscribe to receive 
five pamphlets/year for $25 (US.) 
Also available: every pamphlet 


published previously by Pendle : g 
Providing grants in support of Hill, including recent pamphlets Leese later snes Glicls.: Bie 
micro-enterprise development in by Warten Ostrom) Marge Ab- 101 Quaker Hill Drive Richmond, 
south India, Africa, and among Friends. Ree ioe euatd aicrete IN 47374. 


Learn more at www.rswr.org Smith. 800-742-3150 x2 or Bho 7027973 
: Make a donation bookstore@pendlehill.org. Email: quakerlife@fum.org 
e Sign up for the RSWR newsletter Website: www.fum.org 
¢ Contact us for a program at your 
meeting or church. 


101 Quaker Hill Dr., Richmond, IN 47374 
765.966.0314 


fo 
Quaker Life—informing and 
equipping Friends around the 
world. Free sample available upon 
request. Join our family of Friends 
for one year (6 issues) at $24. For 


Right Sharing of World Resources 


Advertise with WF 
Reach Friendly Readers! 


Friends Journal 


is more than 


2010 Advertising Rates: $.50 
per word for classified ads. 
Minimum charge $15. Box 
ads: 10% extra, 25% extra 
for color. Logo included for 

additional. $10. 10% discount 
for 3 consecutive ads, 25% 

discount for 10. Display ads: 
$20 per column inch. Add 15% 
for spot, 25% for full color. Full 

page: $350; half page: $200; 

one-third page: $150; two- 

thirds page: $250. Discounts 
for consecutive display ads. Call 
Kathy Hyzy at 503.956.4709 or 


email editor@westernfriend.org 


a magazine— 


it’s a ministry 

of the written 

word. Friends 

worldwide find 
community in each issue full of 
award-winning articles, opin- 

_ ions, poetry, news and art. Call 
us toll-free at 800-471-6863 and 
mention offer code FB2008 to 
receive 12 monthly issues for $35, 
saving 42% off the cover price! 
FRIENDS JOURNAL, 1216 
Arch St., 2A, Philadelphia, PA 
19107. www.friendsjournal.org. 


I N Kalimba 
5 Magic 


Christmas Carols sound so 
good on the kalimba. Check 
out our beginner and advanced 
books of kalimba Christmas 
Carols, and our Christmas CD. 


Learn more at: 


www.kalimbamagic.com 


(520) 881-4666 
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Fayetteville/Ft. Bragg NC 


Name: 
40 Years of Front-Line Peace Witness . 
d Just Getting Started! 
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l 

= Balas Our New Book: : Address: i 
YES To The Troops. : 

NO To The Wars. ! Cityie, a oe State = ae [ 
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Quaker House 
223 Hillside Avenue 
Fayetteville NC 28301 
www.quakerhouse.org 


Chuck Fager, Director 
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Friends Publishing 
Corporation (FPC), the 
publisher of Friends Journal, 
seeks to hire a new Publisher 
to serve as its executive 
officer. The Publisher will be 
an innovator whose primary 
responsibility is to lead the 
implementation of FPC’s far- 
reaching plans for the future. 
The successful candidate will 
demonstrate an ability to think 
strategically and creatively about 
a communication ministry in a 
time of profound technological 
and social change. Ongoing 
responsibilities include staff 
leadership, fundraising, 
outreach, and representing and 
advocating for FPC to the wider 
Religious Society of Friends. 
The Publisher must be gifted 
in listening and discernment, 
visioning, and working 
cooperatively and respectfully 
with others. 


Further information is available 
at www.friendsjournal.org. 
Qualified persons may submit 
a letter of application, resume, 
and relevant supporting 
documents to: Jay Marshall, 
Clerk of Leadership Transition 
Committee at fpcsearch@ 
hughes.net. Review of 
applications will begin 
December 15, 2010. 
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CONSULTATION 
Section of the Americas, connecting 
Friends, crossing cultures and 
changing lives. Seeking new 
Executive Secretary to start May 
1, 2011. Application deadline 
December 1, 2010. Information 
at www.fwecamericas.org or 
fwecsearch@aol.com. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Vintage Books. Rare and out- 
of-print Quaker journals, history, 
religion. Vintage Books, 181 Hayden 
Rowe St. Hopkinton, MA 01748. 
Email: vintage@gis.net. Website: 
www. vintagequakerbooks.com. 


2K KKK 


Friend in prison looking for Friend 
to help with prisoner suffrage issue. 
Possibly maintain and edit website, 
help produce newsletter, arrange and 
maintain PO box, grant writing, or??? 
(all at my expense.) Contact through 
votersinprison.com. 


KOK 


The Tract Association of Friends 
(founded 1816) 


Offers pamphlets and books on 
Quaker faith and practice, Friends’ 


calendars and pocket calendars. 


1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia PA 
19102-1403; phone: 215-579-2752; 


e-mail: taf1816@verizon.net; 
http://www. tractassociation.org/ 


KKK 


Ben Lomond Quaker Center 
Personal retreats, family reunions, 
weddings, retreats, and our own 
schedule of Quaker programs. 
Among the redwoods, near Santa 
Cruz, CA. 831-336-8333. 
http://www.quakercenter.org. 
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The 
Woolman 
Semester 


Friends 
high school 
intensive 


THE 
WODLMAN 
SEMESTER 


Interdependent studies of 
peace, justice & sustainability 


Project-based learning 
Living in Quaker community 
Extensive service-learning 
trips 
Call 530-273-3183 to 
find out more. 


www.woolman.org 


Consider the Arizona Friends 
Community for your next, or your 
second, home. 360 degree mountain 
views, 4,000 ft. elevation, often 
near-perfect weather. Write Roy Joe 
and Ruth Stuckey, 6567 N San Luis 
Obispo Dr., Douglas, AZ 85607. 
Ph.#937.728.9887. Website: www. 


arizonafriends.com. 


TRAVEL 


African Summer Workcamps 
2011 AGLI - African Great Lakes 
Initiative of Friends Peace Teams 

- is sponsoring intergenerational 
workcamps in Burundi (clinic) and 
Rwanda (peace center). Orientation 
begins June 25 near Washington 
DC. Workcamps end July 30. 
Workcampers will help build with 
construction - no skills needed. All 
ages welcome - including families. 
Learn more: http://www.aglifpt.org 
or dawn@aglifpt.org. 
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